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instruction to pay the available bill; 

a plurality of biller network stations^fssociated with a 
plurality of different billers, a tirstr of the plurality of 
biller network stations being ass^fated with a first of the 
plurality of different bille^^ind operable, in real time, to 
receive the transmitted ^formation and to determine the amount 
of the available bill Jrased upon the received information; and 

a central fretwork station operable to receive the 
determined amQjrfnt of the available bill and the transmitted pay 
instruction^ in real time, and to direct payment of the 
determ^ed amount of the available bill based upon the 
' transmitted instruction to pay that available bill. 



2 . (AMENDED) A network according to claim 1, wherein: 

the central network station is further operable to transmit 
bill availability information identifying at least two available 
bills for the first user; and 

the first user network station is further operable to 
receive the transmitted bill availability information, to select 
the available bill from the identified at least two available 
bills, and to transmit a request for the available bill based 
upon the selection prior to transmitting the relevant 
information. 



a 




. (AMENDED) A network according toc£*&zrrf mi A , wherein the bill 
availability inf ormat - ipsi**d , £ntif ies the available bill without 
i dent i f y ing -- ^H --,, &mount of the available bill 



13 . (AMENDED) A method according to claim 10, further comprising 
the steps of: 
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transmitting, in real time, bill availability information 
identifying the available bill, from the third network location; 

transmitting, in real time, a request for the identified 
available bill; and 

transmitting, in real time, the available bill, including a 
previously determined amount of the available bill, responsive 
to the transmitted request for the available bill, from the 
second location; 

wherein the relevant information includes a requested 
modification to the previously determined amount. 

14. (AMENDED) A method according to claim 10, further comprising 
the steps of: 

storing, in a database, bill availability information 
identifying the available bill; 

transmitting the stored bill availability information, from 
the third network location ; 

receiving the transmitted bill availability information at 
the first location; 

wherein the available bill is identified in the received 
transmitted bill availability information as requiring 
information relevant to the bill amount. 



15. (AMENDED) A method according to claim 14, further comprising 
the step of: 

storing the received amount in the database. 




16. (AMENDED) A electronic bill paymerj^System, comprising: 

a database configured store bill availability 

information identifying ajjatflable bills of a plurality of 
different billers for ^^plurality of different users; 
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a processor configured (i) to receive a n£al time network 
communication of an amount of one of ydie available bills 
identified in the stored bill availability information for a 
first of a plurality of differep^^ users from a first of the 
plurality of different bilkers and a real time network 
communication of an instruction to pay the one available bill 
from the first user, >Tii) to generate a directive to pay the 
amount of the one/civailable bill based upon the received pay 
instruction, a^a (iii) to store the amount in the database in 
association/^ith the bill availability information identifying 
the one/civailable bill. 



17. (AMENDED) A system according to claim 16, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to transmit the stored bill 
availability information identifying the one available bill for 
the first user, prior to receiving the real time network 
communication of the amount and of the instruction to pay. 

18. (AMENDED) A system according to claim 16, wherein: 

the database is further configured to store the bill 
availability information so as to further identify those of the 
identified available bills which require information relevant to 
the amount of those bills; and 

the one available bill is one of those of the plurality of 
available bills further identified as requiring relevant 
information. 



19. (AMENDED) A system according to claim^ ll 3*6■? ,, ^^ 

the database . is f urther^^eejrf'lgured to store a previously 
received amount of.^fett^available bill and the received amount of 
the one avaii^Dle bill. 
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20. (AMENDED) An article of manufacture for paying bills 
electronically, comprising : 

a computer readable storage medium; and. 
computer programming stored on the Jrtedium and configured to 
be readable from the medium by a comgfuter processor and thereby 
cause the processor to operate ir^^eal time so as to: 

transmit, to a firs^^f a plurality of different 
users, bill availability ymformation identifying an available 
bill of a first of a ^plurality of different billers for the 
first user; 

receive ,^^ubsequent to the transmission, a 
communication off an amount of the available bill of the first 
biller for the first user determined by the first biller; 

receive a communication of an instruction of the 
first us^r to pay the available bill; and 

generate a directive to pay the received 
amount of the available bill based upon the received pay 
in^rt ruction. 
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23. (AMENDED) An article of manufacture according to claim 20, 
wherein the computer programming is further configured to cause 
the processor to operate in real time so as to: 

receive a communication requesting bills of the first user, 
with the bill availability information being transmitted 
responsive to the received communication requesting bills. 

24. (AMENDED) An article of manufacture according to claim 20, 
wherein the transmitted bill availability information includes 
an indication that the available bill requires information 
relevant to the amount of the available bill. 
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26. A method of instructing payment of electronic bills jdf a 
single on-line user session, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting, from a user station to a bilL^r station, 
information relevant to an amount of an available^Dill ; 

determining, at a biller station, the ampunt of the 

available bill based upon the transmitted^ information; 

transmitting, from the biller > #xation to the user station, 
the determined amount; 

transmitting, from t$e user station after transmission of 
the determined amount from the biller station, an instruction to 
pay the determined amount; and 

receij/lng, at a payment service provider station, the 
transoritted instruction to pay the determined amount. 



27. A method according to claim 26, further comprising: 

transmitting, from the paym^ht service provider station to 
the user station, bill avail^^-lit^ information identifying the 
available bill; 

wherein the information tfei^/ant to the amount of the 
available bill is transmitted from the user station responsive 
receipt of the yl^ransmitted bill availability information 
identif yinc^ihe available bill. 
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28. A method according to claim 27, further cqjppf ising : 

storing information indicative of available bill, 

wherein the transmitted bill aval^fbility information is 
generated based on the stoj^^T information; and 
J storing the det^mined amount in association with the 

previously sto^Q information indicative # of the available bill 
based on tli^received payment instruction. 



